Representation of Justice in Europe

This book is undertaken because of the dearth of research on the subject of

how justice is represented and perceived in Society and as something other

than as an administrative system and procedures dealing with the searches

for the truth and the resolution of disputes. Indeed, Justice is a system of

representation. : Representation of truth by parties in there statements;

and directing by legal system themselves of their own powers. 

Each system is based on the accepted notion of justice by Society which

entrusts its application and enforcement to lawyers and judges. But the

application of legal principles does doesn’t always mean the application of

the principles of equity and fair play. Firstly, “Justice” can be an

ambiguous notion, and secondly application of the legal rules supposes a

simplification of the social relations. That is why there is a gap between

law and Justice. 

In order to perpetuate this difference, legal systems seek to reconcile the

judicial decision or ruling with the concept of Justice in such way that the

visibility of Justice in Court will enhance the legitimacy of Justice and

facilitate the enforcement the Law. Thus the adage that Justice must not

only be done but it must be seen to be done. 

However the image given is not always the one received. The public

understanding of law is gleaned from cultural representation of Justice

which reflects in fact popular culture. Movies, caricatures, portrayal of

trials by media or crime fictions shape the image of justice. Nevertheless,

the ideal of Justice has not disappeared from popular culture and still

plays an important role, for example in the judicial activism.

Studying how Justice is represented in Society is thus interesting for

citizens who want to understand the popular culture but also for lawyers.

For example, it is clear that popular legal culture has a strong influence

on member of jury in the court room. Popular representation of Justice also

constitutes an important aspect of the legal market, particularly in the

context of normative competition, by determining clients’ expectations.

Herein lies the implicit problem of the distinction between common law and

civil law in Europe. The legal aspect of this problem was the topic of a

conference hold in Trinity College, Dublin last year, but here the problem

is to know if this difference of tradition affects the image which citizens

can have of justice in two different countries such as France and Ireland.

This book explores in a multi-disciplinary way s whether this difference in

the representation of justice in different European countries pertaining to

two different legal traditions (common law and civil law) which are France

and Ireland. The question arises if this difference affects the image which

the citizens can have of justice. This question has a particular importance

in the context of the European harmonization and the creation of a common

European legal culture.

Various aspects of the problem, which all contribute to forging popular

opinion, will be thus considered. Topics such as media coverage of trials,

the intellectual discourse during the post-war (decolonization) period, or

the work of two crime fiction authors will make it possible to tackle the

question from angles other than legal. Finally, the difference in

representation of justice by litigants and lawyers in France and in a

country, such as the USA will be considered in relation to the question of

judicial activism.
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